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SAFE
SPACES
FOR YOUTH

UNITED
NATIONS

The theme for International Youth Day 2018 is

Youth need safe spaces where they can come together, engage in activities
related to their diverse needs and interests, participate in decision making
processes and freely express themselves. While there are many types of
spaces, safe spaces ensure the dignity and safety of youth. Safe spaces
such as civic spaces enable youth to engage in governance issues; public spaces afford youth the
opportunity to participate in sports and other leisure activities in the community; digital spaces help
youth interact virtually across borders with everyone; and well planned physical spaces can help
accommodate the needs of diverse youth especially those vulnerable to marginalization or violence.

Ensuring that safe spaces are inclusive, youth from diverse backgrounds especially those from outside
the local community, need to be assured of respect and self-worth. In humanitarian or conflict prone
settings for example, youth may lack the space to fully express themselves without feeling
uncomfortable or unwelcome.

Additionally, the World Programme of Action for Youth (WPAY) which is the UN framework
for youth development prioritizes the provision of “leisure activities” as essential to the
psychological, cognitive and physical development of young people. As more and more youth grow
in a technologically connected world, they aspire to engage deeper in political, civic and social
matters and the availability and accessibility of safe spaces becomes even more crucial to make this a
reality.

Take advantage of our social media and other information communication technology initiatives to
spread the word, engage and advocate for “Safe Spaces for Youth” with your family, friends and the
wider community. You or your team may be organised small seminars, discussions, public talks ,
media programmers’, exhibitions, youth festivals etc.. for spreading the knowledge of awareness
regarding the theme. 1IJONS and its team wishes all youth empower personalities for their wider
achievements.

Naturally yours
Vijikumar Sahadevan
Editor in Chief,IJONS Source :TNSRO Library



